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What are the 
standards?

� The Visual Literacy Standards approach visual literacy from an 
information literacy perspective but also address the unique 
characteristics of visual materials. The Visual Literacy Standards are 
informed by the ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards 
for Higher Education (2000) and are intended to complement them. 

� The Visual Literacy Standards were the first of their kind 
to describe interdisciplinary visual literacy performance indicators 
and learning outcomes. These learning outcomes provide a 
framework for student visual literacy learning and offer guidance for 
librarians, faculty, and other academic professionals in teaching and 
assessing visual literacy. 



Visual Literacy 
Defined (2011)

� Visual literacy is a set of abilities that enables an individual to 
effectively find, interpret, evaluate, use, and create images and 
visual media. 

� Visual literacy skills equip a learner to understand and analyze the 
contextual, cultural, ethical, aesthetic, intellectual, and technical 
components involved in the production and use of visual 
materials. 

� A visually literate individual is both a critical consumer of visual 
media and a competent contributor to a body of shared 
knowledge and culture.



Visual Literacy 
Defined (2011)

� In an interdisciplinary, higher education environment, a 
visually literate individual is able to:

� Determine the nature and extent of the visual materials 
needed

� Find and access needed images and visual media effectively 
and efficiently

� Interpret and analyze the meanings of images and visual 
media

� Evaluate images and their sources
� Use images and visual media effectively
� Design and create meaningful images and visual media
� Understand many of the ethical, legal, social, and economic 

issues surrounding the creation and use of images and visual 
media, and access and use visual materials ethically



Visual Literacy 
Standards 
(2011)



The ACRL 
Visual Literacy 
Task Force

� In 2018, the Association of College and Research Libraries’ (ACRL) 
Image Resource Interest Group (IRIG) convened the Visual Literacy 
Task Force to update the ACRL Visual Literacy Competency 
Standards for Higher Education (2011) and align the standards with 
the ACRL Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education
(2016) which replaced the Information Literacy Standards (2000).

http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/visualliteracy
http://www.ala.org/acrl/sites/ala.org.acrl/files/content/issues/infolit/Framework_ILHE.pdf


The ACRL 
Framework
(2016)



Why?

� Finding images, evaluating sources, and using images ethically are 
all skills aligned with traditional information literacy goals. 

� Moving towards critical understanding of images and visual 
materials to address artificial intelligence, augmented reality, 
disinformation, open access, social media, social justice, and new 
visual media types (born-digital images, digital reproductions, 
data visualizations, multi-modal creations, etc.).



Working 
Internally 

� The task force revisited the ‘definition problem’ of visual literacy 
and examined definitions of digital literacy, digital visual literacy, 
information literacy, media literacy, and metaliteracy as well as 
the ideas of critical literacy and fluency. 

� The task force also examined recent scholarship in the fields of 
visual communication, visual culture, and visual literacy.

� The task force investigated librarians’ use and perception of the 
current standards.

� Members of the task force started the draft process, including 
transitioning from empirical assessments, benchmarks and 
checklists to conceptual frameworks with threshold concepts and 
learning dispositions. 



Working 
Externally

� Empirical research study using qualitative, 
email interviewing

� To determine:
� how scholars use images and visual media in their work, 
� how these same individuals define visual literacy in the 

twenty-first century, 
� how they educate others about visual literacy, 
� and what skills and competencies they see as crucial in order 

for their students to be considered visually literate in the 
twenty-first century.



Interview 
Questions



The Role of the If you would like to share your thoughts or be included 
in our research study, please email me @ 
dthompson29@murraystate.edu

http://murraystate.edu
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